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F'̃di Employing the 


o as to be of univerſal Oe and Advantage : 


o tbe Nation, &c. 


HE Accounts you wrote me ſome 
Weeks ago, of the general Conver- 
E ſation turning now on the Improba- 
STEW bility of our Fiſhing Trade's ſucceed- 
ing, when managed by a Company, is what, 
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fon may mPRegne, |, with Rageute, ſuſpected 
Would be the Event of it a conſiderable Time 
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ce. Tan very glad, however, to hear that 
he Proprietors are ftill ſo publick ſpirited, as 


? 
G6 


to reſolve, on Failure of the firſt Plan, not to 


draw their Money, but to imploy it on ſome 
other Project, either as an Addition to the 
Stock of the Society for propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, or an Erection of a-Linen Manu- 
fagtory, or of ay Hoſpital for $ick and woupd: 


- "Tis with no ſmall Pleaſure I have obſerved, 
That the principal Motive to all theſe different | 
Propoſals, is the good of the Country; and 


indeed it muſt be acknowledged, our Country- 


men have always been frank enough in their 
Endeavours to ſupport any Scheme that car- 
ried a Probabilic-cith it, of either ſpiritual or 
tempsral Advantage to the Nation; Tho” on 
Reflection, it may be obſeryed; Thar ſuch So- 
cicties as have been erected among us, for Chri- 
ſtian, pious, or charitable Uſes, have met with 
more Succeſs, and have turned to better Ac- 
count, than any Branch of Trade or Manufa- 


cture in a Company's Hands; as is evident 


from the Funds allocated for Hoſpitals, to main- 


tain old, and educate the Children of poor 


People: And the general Diſpoſition to Cha» 
rity is particularly diſplayed in that laudable 
Undertaking of propagatinę 


the Goſpel in the 
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ad He une and Slate. of . pag which, 6 
ne ir is truly worthy of Chriſtians, has been car- 
at ried on with the deſired Succels, in ſo much. 

as | that the firſt Funds, tho' pretty conſiderable, 

to have been greatly augmented by ne repeated 
ne 

he 

an 


Contributions of our Country-men, by the late 
remarable Bounty of His "Najely ” of One 
at thouſand Pound Seer lang per annum, and by 
u- . the unwearicd Diligence and Fidelity of * 
to whom the Management of the publick Stock 
was committed. So that this Society, with 
the Funds they are already Maſters of, and the 
daily Increaſe of it by private Donations, 
ſeems now to be in a fair Way of fully anſwer- 
ing the Deſign of its Inſtitution, without fur- 
ther publick Aſſiſtance ; and therefore, of the 
Pro Larne for * loying what remains of the 
. py ablick Stock, that of an ital for diſeaſed 
n cople, ſeems 5 me the moſt uſeful, neceſſary, 
WR A to ſuceced. 
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ny, 1 hope I may be allowed to Acer my 
1 aſons for my Opinion. If you think they 
are of any Weight, I give you my Conſent to 
ſhew them to any of our F ellow-ſharers. 
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As Chriſtians, RE fe ke loudeſt Calls to 
Charity, and particularly to this Sort, which 
is every where in the New Teſtament, both by 
Example and Precept, pathetically inculcated, 
as one of the greateſt Branches of our Duty. 
CHRIS x himſelf exerts his miraculous Power 
in this charitable Office of healing Beggars, 


and thoſe that tat by the Way-fide. In that 
lively awful Repreſentation our Saviour gives 
of the laſt Day, he rejects the Wicked, be- 
cauſe chey Gd not viſit the Sick, feed the hun- 
gry, or clothe the Naked; and ** out the 
Neglect of this Duty as one of the greateſt 
Oftences done him, and the Performance of it 
as one of the ſincereſt Marks of our Love to 
him. Let us conſider too what great Good 
-may be done the Souls of many, who in the 
Agony of Pain, r Sorrow of Sickneſs, with- 
out Hopes of the Uſe of Means which others 
enjoy, may be tempted to curſe the LO RD and 
die. You fee our cunning Adverſary thought 
this a Seaſon proper to overcome even the pa- 
tient 7b, after a great many other ſevere 
I Trials had been ineffectual. Shall not we then 
'Y have ſo much practical Chriſtianity among us, 
N as to endeavour, by parting with a ſmall Moiety 
. of our Effects, to follow the Example, and o- 
1 bey the Precepts of our bleſſed Lo RD and Sa- 
4 viour, and to reſcue our Brethren from being 


N expoſed to ſuch Temptations? 
1 6 
i | 8 
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ik the leaſt Spark of Humanity is in us, 
Ve cannot but be melted down with Co 
ſion, when we ſee Numbers of our fellow rati-- 4 
onal Creatures, with 1 Joints and ach+ A 
ing Limbs; / dragging about a * 


- chaſe a very ſmall Suſtenance, for a weak en- 
feebled Body. And alas ! how many are there, 
who, when brought to this Condition, unheard 


without a Cover, thro' want of either Food, 


or Medicines. 
Wretches have not only the Infirmities of their 


Inhabitants of Burghs, and Counties. A very 
moving Inſtance of the Miſery of poor ſick 
People I had lately from a Member of your 

College of Phyſicians, (which Society have, 
Drugs to ſuch, proved themſelves Phyſicians in- 


Gentleman told me, that the poot Patients fre- 


lowed them in Money, ; to Keep them fr om 


* 


mpaſ- 


| ta broken Conſtitn- A} 
tion and diſeaſed Carcaſe, endeayouring to pur- = } 


of, pine away in ſome Corner, or drop. down 
Severals of thoſe miſerable 
own Perſons to ſuſtain, but are galled with the 
Thoughts of a ſtarving Family at Home, which. 
by their Inability, or on their Deceaſe, muſt 


at beſt be left as Burdens on_the Neighbour- 23 
hood. Such is the Caſe of a great many, both "2 


by - their Attendance on, and Advice to the 
Poor; with a yearly charitable Allowance for 


deed, and worthy of all Commendation :) This 


quently came to their Apothecary, begging he: 
would give them the Value of the Drugs al- 


ſtarvin "8 
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ſtarving. Sure humane Nature c 


without wiſhing to be in a Condition to pre- 
vent the Reality of it. Now is an Opportuni- 


ty offered to do the good Work, let us embrace 
= or i 5 
It is a Maxim uni verfally received, That the 


Denne 1 


bitants. I imagine it would be no hard Mat- 
ter to demonſtrate, That an H 

and wounded, would encreaſe both in this Coun- 
try; for great Numbers of People labourin 
under long lingering Diſeaſes, many of which al- 
low ſufficient Time to come from even the re- 
moteſt Parts of the Nation; ſuch People, I fay, 
who now are loft, or hindred to ſerve their Ge- 
neration, might be ſaved; or cured, if due Aſ- 
ſiſtance was given them. And, as ſcarce any 


nfirmity of Body, or pretend to be ſo; here 
would be a proper Place where their es 


would be remedy'd, or Frauds detected: In both 


which Cafes a great many working Hands 
might be recovered, to be employed to the good 
of Society, and eaſing the Country of a heavy 


Burden and Tax, which now is in a Manner 


impoſed by ſturdy hypocritical Beggars. 
Then conſiderable Sums of Money, ſeveral 


Thouſand Pounds, would be layed yearly , 
5 cagc 


atinor bear the 
faint Repreſentation in Words of ſuch a Scene, 


Strength and Power of any Community de- | 
end upon its Riches and Numbers of Inha« © 


ofpital for fick 


about begying, who either are not under ſome 
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Education of our Youth, who apply themſelves 
to Phy ſick or Surgery. For from a great many 
good Hands I haye had it, That the Schools 
of Medicine are now on ſuch a Footing in E. 
Ainbungh, that no Students need go Abroad to 
be educated, unleſs for the Opportunity of 
_ Hoſpitals, to learn the Practice in; which 
Practice able Phyſicians have acknowledged to 
me, with ſeeming ſufficient Reaſon, they were 
obliged, in a great Meaſure, to unlearn again, 
becauſe of the different Treatment neceſſary to 
their Patients of : oppoſite Conſtitutions in dif-. 
_ ferent: Climates ; and at the ſame Time regret- 
ted, that in ſome of the moſt celebrated foreign 
Hoſpitals, either thro' the ſupine Negligence, 
or deſigned Obſcurity of the Phyſicians, and 


Surgeons, the moſt diligent could with Diffi- 


culty pick up any thing of a rational Experi- 
ence. Now as we have their Conſtitutions and 
Method of Management to build upon, theſe 
Inconveniencies may be eaſily prevented, and 
conſequently our Youth be much better and 
cheaper taught; eſpecially conſidering, they 
may probably live with, and be immediately 
under the Eye of their Relations, who. will 
take Care that they ſhall not miſpend their 
Time and Money, as thoſe who go abroad 
have at leaſt an Opportunity to do, and which 
young Folks are too much inchned to. 


B Beſides; 


40 


a right Footing, our Country would be great 


Gainers by the Reſort of Strangers, both to be 


cured and inſtructed. I am told that every 


Fei the” Schools of Phyſick have already | 
brought to your Univerſity Numbers of | Eng- 
Hh and Iriſh: Students, who have not ſuch 


'Schools any where in their own Country. And 


ducated Phyſician or Surgeon would be ſuch, 
that our young Gentlemen, who. incline to fol- 
low their Buſineſs Abroad, would be ſooner 
and better provided for in the Plantations, Sea 
or Land-Service ; which cannot but be a View 


Number of Sons to educate. 


So far you ſee the immediate Concerns of 


the whole Nation are engaged. Beſides which, 
the Inhabitants of Edinburgh will enjoy parti- 
cular Benefits by the Erection of ſuch an Hoſpi- 
tal: Such as, Having the Profits ariſing from 
Strangers firſt in their Hands, tho indeed it 
muſt Toon be afterwards divided thro” the Coun- 
try; Their Workmen and Labourers, who are 


liable to Accidents, are ſoon and well taken 


Cate of, and proper Lodgings and Medicings 
are at hand te their Servants, when ſeized 


with any Diſeaſe. ' All Europe, except Scor- 
uud, is ſo'fenfible of the vaſt Advantage of 


ſuch an Holpiggh for Sick and Wounded ; that, 
Ne ex CM | 5 5 „ not 


Beſides, if ſuch an Hoſpital was once put on 


% 2 


in a little Time the Reputation of a Scots 5) 


Ws 


of Advantage to every Parent who has any | 


& 


not to mention the large Hoſpitals of St. 


Thomas, Bartholomew, Hotel Dieu, and Cha- 


vit“ in thoſe large populous Towns, London 


and Paris; there is ne'er a petty Town in 


Holland, Germany, France or Italy, but what 


have their Lazarettoe's. This Reflection 
makes me aſhamed we have been ſo long from 
Copying after ſo good an Example. 


Before I finiſh this long Epiſtle, which the 


thorow Conviction I bear of the good Effects 
ſuch an Undertaking would have, has engaged 
me in; let me obviate a Difficulty I have 
heard ſome People make, viz. That the Un- 


dertaking is too great for the Fund; as if it was 


propoſed at once to erect a Hotel Dieu, or St. 


Thomas's. This Propoſal can by no Means be 
{o underſtood : For no Nation would lay down 
a Scheme of ſuch a vaſt Work, to be inſtantly 
compleated. Bur if once our Hoſpital had a 
handſome Foundation, no doubt, it would 
{ſhare the ſame Fate with thoſe others, which 
by Donations have riſen from ſmall Beginnings 
to that prodigious greatneſs they now are of: 
Nay already, every one I converſe with, frank 
ly offers to contribute. For my own Part I'll 
willingly give up to that Uſe any ſmall Share 
I have in the Fiſhery, and at the fame Time 


_ chearfully lay out what elſe my Circumſtan- 
ces can allow, as you may be aſſured a great 


many more will. _ 
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ik che Proprietors of the Fiſhery-Company -* | 


+ ds agree to employ; their Money to this Chri- 
tian, charitable, and beneficial Uſe ; tis to be 
pteſumed that thoſe Gentlemen who are ac- 
 qriainted with the Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment of ſuch Hoſpitals elſewhere; will ſoon 
lay before the Society, or Committees that ſhall 
be appointed, the proper Method of erecting 
aud managing this great and good Deſign. 
I 'am of Opinion ſuch a Scheme might be 
hid down for this Undertaking, as would con- 
vince every one, that their Money would be 


1 . 858 to the Purpoſe they deſigned it, to great 


vantage, without one Shilling's being dilapi- 
dated, embezeled or miſpent; and at the ſame 
Time very little of the Fund be exhauſted in 
fitting up a Houſe, or in Fees and Salaties to 
the neceſfary Officers or Servants : And indeed 
I have been already at ſome Pains to form ſuch 
a Plan, which ſhall be communicated to you, 
as ſoon as I can learn the good Impreſſion theſe | 
: Reaſons advanced for the Hoſpital, haye made 
on any Number of my Countrymen, who ei- 
ther by their Conſent to ply the Remain- 
der of their Shares in the Filhery,, or by con- 
tributing out of their Pockets, ſeem reſolved te 
encourage ſuch a Deſign. Iam 
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